
 
 

 

 
To: Councillor Boulton, Convener; and Councillors Cameron, Carle, Dickson, Forsyth, 

Grant, Lawrence, Townson and Yuill. 
  

 

 
Town House, 

ABERDEEN, 05 September 2014 
 
 

LICENSING BOARD 

 

The Members of the LICENSING BOARD are requested to meet in Committee Room 2 - 
Town House on TUESDAY, 16 SEPTEMBER 2014 at 10.30 am. 
 
 

 
JANE G MACEACHRAN 

CLERK TO THE LICENSING BOARD 
 

 

B U S I N E S S 

 

1 List of Applications  (Pages 1 - 6) 
 

 1.1  Application for Provisional Premises Licence - The Co-Operative Food, 
Stoneywood Road, Dyce, Aberdeen  (Pages 7 - 18) 
 

 1.2  Application for Variation of Premises Licence - Murdos, Cairncry Road, 
Aberdeen  (Pages 19 - 24) 
 

 1.3  Application of for Variation of Premises Licence - Aberdeen Hero/Pumpkin, 
Aberdeen Railway Station, Guild Street, Aberdeen  (Pages 25 - 30) 
 

 1.4  Application for Variation of Premises Licence - Bistro Verde, Units 1 & 2, 
The Green, Aberdeen,  (Pages 31 - 32) 
 

 1.5  Application for Variation of Premises Licence - City News Convenience, 37 
Union Street, Aberdeen  (Pages 33 - 42) 
 

 1.6  Application for Variation for a Premises Licence, Las Iguanas, Unit FS1, 
First Floor Mall, Union Square, Guild Street, Aberdeen  (Pages 43 - 44) 
 

Public Document Pack



 
 
 

 1.7  Application for Variation for a Premises Licence, The Chester Hotel, 59 
Queen's Road, Aberdeen  (Pages 45 - 58) 
 

 1.8  Application for Variation of Premises Licence - The Monkey House, 1 
Union Terrace, Aberdeen  (Pages 59 - 60) 
 

 1.9  Application for Variation of Premises Licence - The Priory, 27 Belmont 
Street, Aberdeen  (Pages 61 - 68) 
 

 1.10  Application for Variation of Premises Licence - The Wig, 55 Castle Street, 
Aberdeen  (Pages 69 - 74) 
 

 1.11  Application for a Personal Licence  (Pages 75 - 76) 
 

2 Licensing Board Dates for 2015   

 Proposed Dates for 2015 for approval: 
 
20 January 
3 March 
28  April 
23 June 
25 August 
6 October 
8 December 
 

3 Response to Consultation on Air Weapons and Licensing (Scotland) Bill 2014  

(Pages 77 - 104) 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Should you require any further information about this agenda, please contact Arlene 
Dunbar, email ardunbar@aberdeencity.gov.uk ext (52) 3411   
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LICENSING BOARD INFORMATION SHEET 

 

TYPE OF APPLICATION: PROVISIONAL PREMISES LICENCE 

PREMISES:  The Co-Operative Food, Stoneywood Road, Dyce, Aberdeen 

 

DESCRIPTION  

• Convenience Store  
 

• Alcohol to be sold for consumption off the premises 
 

• Licensed Hours 10:00 to 22:00 Monday to Sunday  
 

• Other activities: recorded music during and outwith core hours; the sale of 
groceries, non- food items and other household goods and the provision of 
ancillary services within and outwith core hours.  
 

• Capacity 32.05m2 
 

 

OBJECTIONS/REPRESENTATIONS  

• Police Scotland 

• NHS Grampian 

• LSO 

  

LICENSING POLICY STATEMENT 

Paragraph 6.5 – Conditions Attaching to Licences 
 
The Board has devised a number of local conditions which may be attached to 
premises licences. 
 

1. The following condition will be attached to all off-consumption premises  
licences unless there is cause shown why this should not be the case: 

 
CCTV 

 
          The licence holder shall provide sufficient internal and external CCTV coverage   

of the premises to meet the current technical requirements of the Police 
Service of Scotland as detailed in Aberdeen City Licensing Board’s Statement 
of Licensing Policy. (all off-sales are however exempt from 4.2 relating to lip 
sync capability at entrance and exit doors) 

 
NOTE:  The applicant has accepted the imposition of the Local CCTV condition.  
 
 

Agenda Item 1.1
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Paragraph 9.8 Overprovision Off Sales 
 
OFF SALES: The Health Board identified the whole of the Board’s area as having 
overprovision of all premises types except restaurants. The Board considers that the 
Health Board is the best source to advise on matters relating to health and its 
relationship with alcohol. The Health Board supported its recommendation with a 
variety of evidence as contained in its response dated 24 September 2013 to the 
Board’s review. The Board had regard to this evidence and in particular noted that 
Scotland buys 69% of alcohol from supermarkets and shops rather than pubs and 
clubs. The Aberdeen City Council Citizens Panel has reported that 97.8% of 
respondents purchased their alcohol from supermarkets. The Board also took 
cognisance of the high figures of alcohol cirrhosis admissions per 100,000 in 
Aberdeen, alcohol related hospital admissions and attributable annual alcohol related 
admissions. The Board also noted from the Health Board’s proposals that 96% of 
adult residents lived within 1,000 metres of an off sale premises whilst 84% lived 
within 500 metres of a liquor licensed premises. The Board was of the view 
that these statistics contributed to the evidence which led the Board to consider there 
to be an overprovision of off sales premises in its area. The Board also considered 
that the evidence provided by the police in regard to alcohol related crime figures 
throughout the city adequately supported its view. The Board realised that the terms 
of section 7 of the 2005 Act did not support calculating overprovision 
to cover its entire area. The Board therefore decided to exclude two localities namely 
a) the Anguston locality (as identified by the Board) and b) the Kirkhill locality (as 
identified by the Board). Both localities are identified by way of maps which are 
attached at Appendix 3 to this Policy.  
Having excluded these two localities, the Board identified the rest of its area as a 
locality which has overprovision of off sales premises. The Board, having regard to 
the number and capacity of liquor licensed premises in this locality and, with the 
supporting evidence provided by consultees, adopted this locality as having an 
overprovision of liquor licensed premises for off sales.  
 
The Board realised that there were premises which sold alcohol for off consumption 
only and other premises which sold alcohol for both off and on  consumption. It 
decided to restrict overprovision to premises that sold alcohol for off consumption 
only which, according to the information from the Health Board, is where the source 
of cheap alcohol lies. 
 
The Board also realised that this figure was likely to change in future should any off 
sales premises close by way of surrender or revocation. The Board was also aware 
from the Health Board’s advice that described their evidence as “the tip of the 
iceberg” and that there was a lot of under-reporting. The Board therefore considered 
that this would not automatically lead to a successful application for a 
new licence on the basis that an existing licence had been surrendered or revoked. 
Should that occur the Board may consider carrying out a further overprovision 
assessment before determining such future application.  
 
For the avoidance of doubt, the capacity figure stated in the operating plan at Q7 will 
be used by the Board only for the purpose of assessing overprovision. 
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25 August 2014 
 
Your Ref:  
 
Our Ref:  
AD/DASU/SID33937/0468/14 
 
Mr Eric W J Anderson 
Team Leader (Team Three) 
Legal and Democratic Services 
Corporate Governance 
Aberdeen City Council 
Business Hub 6 
Level 1 South 
Marischal College 
Broad Street 
ABERDEEN 
AB10 1AB 

 
 

Sir Stephen House QPM 
Chief Constable 

 
Aberdeen City Division 

Queen Street 
Aberdeen 
AB10 1ZA 

 
01224 306472 

 
 

FOR THE ATTENTION OF MR ERIC ANDERSON 
 
Dear Sir 
 
LICENSING (SCOTLAND) ACT 2005 - APPLICATION FOR THE GRANT OF 
A PREMISES LICENCE 
CO-OPERATIVE GROUP FOOD LIMITED, 1 ANGEL SQUARE, 
MANCHESTER, M60 0AG 
THE CO-OPERATIVE FOOD, STONEYWOOD ROAD, DYCE, ABERDEEN, 
AB21 9JS 
 
I refer to the above application and in terms of Section 21(4)(a)(i) and (ii) of the 
Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005, I have to advise you that neither the applicant 
nor any connected person has been convicted of any relevant offence. 
 
I am unable to confirm the existence of any foreign offence in respect of the 
applicant or any connected person. 
 
In terms of section 22(1)(b)(ii), I make the following representation on behalf of 
the Chief Constable. 
 
The premises are situated within the 'Off Sales' overprovision area, as detailed 
within 9.8 of the 2013- 2016 Aberdeen City Licensing Board Statement of 
Licensing Policy. The Policy states that the Board accepted detailed evidence 
from the Health Board when identifying it's off sales overprovision area and 
that it "…considered that the evidence provided by the Police in regard to 
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alcohol related crime figures throughout the city adequately supported its 
view." 
 
Police Scotland provided Aberdeen City Licensing Board with detailed 
analytical data in respect of crimes and offences connected to licensed 
premises, and other crimes where the consumption of alcohol by either the 
perpetrators or victims of crime was a key factor, all of which impacted 
significantly on the Preventing Crime and Disorder licensing objective, 
amongst others. This evidence was read alongside that provided by the Health 
Board during the Board's decision making process for the overprovision 
assessment. 
 
For these reasons, and in terms of Section 22(1)(b)(ii) of the Licensing 
(Scotland) Act 2005, the Chief Constable makes representation in respect of to 
the application. 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 

 

Murray Main 
Chief Inspector 
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Public Health 
Directorate 
Health Protection Team 

Summerfield House 
2 Eday Road 
Aberdeen 
AB15 6RE 

 

Our Ref: 20141129 
Date     5 September 2014 
Enquiries to 01224 557047 
Email:  grampian.healthprotection@nhs.net 

 

Eric Anderson 
Solicitor 
Legal and Democratic Services 
Corporate Governance 
Aberdeen City Council 
Business Hub 6, Level 1 South, 
Marischal College, Broad Street 
Aberdeen   AB10 1AB 
 
Dear Mr Anderson 
 
Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 – Application for the grant of a Provisional Premises 
Licence Co-operative Food, Stoneywood Road, Dyce, Aberdeen, AB21 9JS 
 
I refer to the above application and in terms of Section 22(1)(a) of the Licensing (Scotland) 
Act 2005, I make the following objection.   
 
The applicant seeks to operate an off-sales licensed premise at Stoneywood Road, Dyce, 
Aberdeen.  The Aberdeen City Alcohol Licensing Board published their Statement of 
Licensing Policy in November 2013.  Under Section 7 of the Licensing (Scotland) Act 
2005, the Licensing Board were unanimous in the declaration of the whole of the Board 
area as overprovided for in terms of off-sales with the exception of two localities – 
Anguston and Kirkhill.  This overprovision assessment was taken after considering the 
detailed analytical evidence from both NHS Grampian and Police Scotland. 
 
The application for Stoneywood Road, Dyce, Aberdeen is within the area defined by the 
Board as overprovided for in terms of off-sales - Section 9.8 of the Aberdeen Statement of 
Licensing Policy 2013-2016: 
 

Having excluded these two localities (Anguston and Kirkhill), the Board identified 
the rest of its area as a locality which has overprovision of off sales premises. 

 
NHS Grampian supported the Board’s decision with density maps and data during the 
Statement of Licensing Policy consultation.  Below is the compelling density data for 
Aberdeen.  The density 1km buffer map is attached as appendix 1. 
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 Total 
licensed 
premises 

On-sales 
premises 

Off-sales 
premises 

% population 
18+ residing 
within 1 km off-
sales 

% population 18+ 
residing within 500 
m off-sales 

Aberdeen City 
at Dec 2012 
 

 
635 

 
447 

 
188 96% 84% 

 
There is a strong relationship between the availability of alcohol leading to 
overconsumption resulting in health harm.  Availability of alcohol not only pertains to 
access but also to price.  Having premises in close proximity may result in competitive 
pricing thus making alcohol available in terms of cost. 
 
The Board will be aware that the majority of alcohol is bought from off-sales alcohol outlets 
where the alcohol is cheaper than purchasing from on-sales.  Drinking within a domestic 
setting can increase the risks of alcohol-related harms and excessive consumption, 
leading to health harm.  NHS Grampian provided evidence during the consultation 
demonstrating the link between provision of premises and increased consumption leading 
to alcohol related health harm.  The World Health Organisation have reported alcohol 
attributable health harms and are presented in appendix 2, and have recently reported that 
alcohol is a considerable contributor in preventable cancer1.   
 
The graph below illustrates hospital admissions.  Trends in wholly attributable alcohol-
related hospital admissions in Grampian have been generally consistent with those seen 
nationally.  Following a decade of rising admission rates, there has been a reduction in 
recent years, however, there is no room for complacency as the Aberdeen City admission 
rate remains significantly higher than Aberdeenshire or Moray and is higher than the 
Scottish figure. 
 

 
 
 
 

                                                      
1
 http://www.iarc.fr/en/publications/books/wcr/wcr-order.php 
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The graph below illustrates death rates as reported by The Scottish Public Health 
Observatory (ScotPHO2) using General Register Office for Scotland (GROS) data.  While 
ther e has been a reduction in alcohol related deaths in Grampian (8% to 15%), this has 
been smaller than seen nationally.  Aberdeen City has around twice the number of wholly-
attributable alcohol related deaths (around 40 per year) than Moray or Aberdeenshire 
(around 20 per year).  Over half (54%) of alcohol related deaths occur under the age of 
sixty, and by their nature all are potentially preventable. 
 

 
 
 
Information from ScotPHO can be broken down to post code sector.  The post code 
sectors for the area served by this off sales premises include AB21 7 and AB21 9.  Data 
zones within both these areas record alcohol related or attributable hospital patient 
admissions to be more than 5% worse than the Scottish average and are coded Red in 
the most recent edition of the Traffic Lights Health & Wellbeing Profiles (2012)3.  
 
The NHSG report prepared for the Board in September 2013 - Consultation Response to 
Aberdeen City Licensing Board’s Draft Statement of Licensing Policy concluded that: 
 

On many health fronts, Aberdeen’s population is affected by the consumption of 
alcohol in terms of A&E attendances, hospital admission, illness, injury and early 
death. In many instances Aberdeen’s rate of such adverse events is worse than 
Scotland’s, e.g. wholly and partially attributable fractions of alcohol-related 
admission rates, cirrhosis admission rate.  Analysis of health harm and alcohol 
consumption/sales data demonstrates that the Aberdeen community is already 
adversely affected by its alcohol consumption, particularly in international terms. 

 
The Boards Statement of Statement of Licensing Policy paragraph 27.4 states: 
 

The Health Board states that increased access and availability to alcohol through 
increased numbers of premises and/or opening hours or decreased pricing is linked 
to increased consumption, which in turn potentially leads to increased harm.  Even 

                                                      
2
 http://www.scotpho.org.uk/ 

 
3
 http://www.nhsgrampian.org/grampianfoi/files/TrafficLights2012AberdeenCity.pdf 
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small reductions in the availability of alcohol can contribute to health gain and 
reduce violence and harm to the population generally, as well as to the drinker 
themselves. Alcohol availability is affected by outlet density, outlet distance, 
opening hours and price. The Board acknowledges this statement and recognises 
that the Health Board is in the best position to advise on the detrimental effects of 
alcohol on health. 
 

There is nothing in the application which demonstrates that this application should be 
approved on the basis that it is an exception and fits a local need for increase in capacity 
of off sales. 
 
For these reasons, and in terms of Section 22(1)(a) of the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005, 
the Public Health Directorate of NHS Grampian objects to the application as the granting 
of it would be inconsistent with one or more of the licensing objectives, namely Protecting 
and Improving Public Health. 
 
Yours sincerely 

                                                

 

Christopher Littlejohn    pp  Heather Wilson 
Consultant in Public Health  Health Improvement Officer (Alcohol & Drugs) 
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Appendix 2 

Major disease and injury categories causally linked to alcohol (World Health Organisation 2011)
4
 

 

                                                      
4
 World Health Organisation. Global Status report on alcohol and health. Geneva: World Health Organisation, 2011. 
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LICENSING BOARD INFORMATION SHEET 

 

TYPE OF APPLICATION: VARIATION OF A PREMISES LICENCE 

PREMISES: MURDO’S, CAIRNCRY ROAD  

 

DESCRIPTION  

• Increase the size of the  external drinking area 
• Change to terms of entry for children and young persons so that they will be 

allowed entry without having to consume a meal and allow them entry for 
ticketed events and private functions; children and young persons may remain 
in the lounge and function room/cocktail bar, until the terminal hour of the 
event.  Otherwise children and young persons will be allowed entry to the 
lounge, function room/cocktail bar and external seating area until 22:00  

 

OBJECTIONS/REPRESENTATIONS  

• Police 

• LSO  
 
Note:  The Applicant has accepted the Police conditions.  

  

LICENSING POLICY STATEMENT 

Paragraph 19.2 – outside seating areas 
 
…….applicants who propose to provide outdoor areas should ensure that their use 
will not cause disturbance or nuisance to the occupiers of other premises in the 
vicinity.   The Board may impose where necessary local conditions such as the 
provision of CCTV camera(s) to assist in the management and control of such areas 
and in support of the licensing objectives. These areas should be shown on the 
layout plan. 
 
Paragraph 28 – Protecting Children from Harm 
28.4 -the following are some examples of control measures are given to assist 
applicants. 
 

• limitations on the hours when children may be present, in all or parts of the 
premises 

• limitations or exclusions by age when certain activities are taking place 

• imposition of requirements for children to be accompanied by an adult 

• acceptance of accredited proof of age cards with photographs, or passports 

• measures to ensure children do not purchase, acquire or consume alcohol 

• measures to ensure children are not exposed to incidences of violence or 
disorder 

• Appropriate training and supervision of those employed to secure protection of 
children from harm. 

• Imposition of reasons for children to be present and/ or accompanied by a 
responsible person adult who shall have responsibility for, and supervise such 
children and young persons will normally only be admitted to licensed 
premises for the purpose of consuming light refreshments or a meal, partaking 

Agenda Item 1.2
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in a relevant sporting activity or attending a pre-arranged function or event. 

• Enforcement of the mandatory Challenge 25 Policy. 
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28 July 2014 
 
Your Ref:  
 
Our Ref: AD/DCU/SID33098/9211/14 
 
Mr Eric W J Anderson 
Team Leader (Team Three) 
Legal and Democratic Services 
Corporate Governance 
Aberdeen City Council 
Business Hub 6 
Level 1 South 
Marischal College 
Broad Street 
ABERDEEN 
AB10 1AB 
 

 
 

Sir Stephen House QPM 
Chief Constable 

 
Aberdeen City Division 

Queen Street 
Aberdeen 
AB10 1ZA 

 
01224 306472 

 
Aberdeen City 

Licensing@scotland.pnn.police.uk  
Dear Sir 
 
LICENSING (SCOTLAND) ACT 2005 
APPLICATION FOR THE VARIATION OF A PREMISES LICENCE 
MURDO'S, CAIRNCRY ROAD, ABERDEEN, AB16 5DP  
 
I refer to the above variation of a premises licence in terms of Section 29(5) of 
the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005. 
 
The variation requested consists of the following: 
 
1. The variation of the layout plan to show the position of a pool table. 
2. The increase in size of the external area. 
3. The capacity increased to 710 persons. 
4. At question 6(b) of the Operating Plan, removing the wording "for the 

purpose of consuming a meal" 
5. At question 6(d) of the Operating Plan, amending the wording to state, 

"At all times that the premises are open to the public."       
  
In terms of Section 29(5) this request can be considered a variation. 
 
In relation to points 1 and 3 above, I have no adverse comment to make. 
 
In relation to points 2, 4 and 5, in terms of Section 22(1)(b)(ii) and (iii) of the 
Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 and in support of the Protecting Children from 
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Harm licensing objective, the Chief Constable wishes to make the following 
representations.  
 
In relation to point 2, the increased external area was the subject of four 
Occasional Licence applications which cover the period commencing 14 July 
2014 to 7 September 2014.  All four applications were granted subject to the 
following conditions: 
 
1. Children and young persons allowed entry to the external area for the purpose of 

consuming a meal provided they are supervised by a person aged 18 years or 
older. 

2. The external area must be visibly delineated with barriers, ropes or other 
structures to clearly define the licensed area and create a curtilage which will be 
easily identified to staff, patrons and the passing general public. 

3. Customers are to be prevented from leaving the external area in possession of 
alcohol and clear signage must be displayed stating that "It is an offence to drink  
alcohol in public, as per the Aberdeen City Council (Drinking in Public Places) 
Byelaws 2009". 

4. The use of the external area is to cease, and be clear of all patrons and any 
glassware by 22:00 hours. 

 

The Chief Constable requests that if the variation is granted that the above 
conditions are imposed in respect of the increased external area.      
 
In respect of point 4 the Chief Constable is of the opinion that the variation in 
it's current form should be modified and the wording within the Operating Plan 
at question 6(b) remains unchanged.  
 
In respect of point 5 the Chief Constable is of the opinion that the variation in 
it's current form should be modified and the wording within the Operating Plan 
at question 6(b) remain, with the inclusion of a phrase indicting that children 
and young persons will be allowed on the premises at all times the premises 
are open to the public only when attending a private function and whilst 
accompanied by a person aged 18 years or over.  
 
This representation is submitted for your consideration.         
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 

 

Murray Main 
Chief Inspector 

Page 22



 

1 
 

M E MO 
Environmental Health and Trading Standards 

Housing and Environment 

3rd Floor, Marischal College 

 

To Eric Anderson Team Leader 

Legal and Democratic Services 

From Tara-Erin Gilchrist, Licensing Standards Officer, Environmental Services 

Email Commercial@aberdeencity.gov.uk Date  6 August 2014  

Tel. 522185 Our Ref.  

Fax. 01224 523887 Your Ref.  

 
Dear Sir 
 
Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 
 
Application for Variation of a Premises Licence 
Address:  Murdos, Cairncry Road, Aberdeen, AB16 5UR 
Applicant: Stonegate Pub Company Limited 
 
In terms of Section 22 (1)(b), I make the following representation to the Licensing 
Board. 
 
I have no adverse comments to the part of the variation that lists; the position of the 
Pool table and the increase of capacity from 640 to 710 persons.   
 
The following proposals are also listed in the variation sought: 
 

1. The increase in size of the external area. 
2. Question 6(b) of the Operating Plan, removing the wording "for the purpose of 

consuming a meal" 
3. Question 6(d) of the Operating Plan, amending the wording to state, "At all 

times that the premises are open to the public."       
  
In response to the above points, I would like to propose the following 
recommendations; 
 

1. The external seating location to include a barrier surrounding the licensed 
area. This will create an easily identified curtilage for staff, customers and 
other persons utilising the adjacent footpath.  

 
Signage to be erected which clearly lists the times of operation and times of 
access for children and young persons.  

 
2. Question 6(b); I have no objection to the removal of the wording "for the           
     purpose of consuming a meal". 
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2 
 

3. Question 6(d) conditioned to include;  
 
For ticketed events and private functions only; children and young persons 
may remain in the lounge and function room until the terminal hour of the 
event; otherwise Children and young persons will be allowed entry to the 
lounge, function room and external seating area until 2100 hours.  

 
This memo is submitted for your attention when considering the application. 

Tara-Erin Gilchrist 
Licensing Standards Officer 
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LICENSING BOARD INFORMATION SHEET 

 

TYPE OF APPLICATION: VARIATION OF A PREMISES LICENCE 

PREMISES: ABERDEEN HERO/PUMPKIN, ABERDEEN RAILWAY 

STATION, GUILD STREET, ABERDEEN 

 

DESCRIPTION  

• Provision of bar meals, music gaming and outwith core hours;  
 

• Inclusion of televised sport both within and outwith core hours; 
 

• amendment to children's access; - Children and Young Persons will be permitted 
entry to all public parts of the premises at all times the premises are open.  Children 
and young persons must be accompanied by an adult.  Children and Young Persons 
will not be permitted at or immediately adjacent to the bar or any gaming machines. 

 

•  inclusion of new alcohol display area in pumpkin area, off sale capacity of 1.07m2 
 

• removal of word "Lemon Tree" throughout and replace with "pumpkin 

 

OBJECTIONS/REPRESENTATIONS  

• Police Scotland  

• NHS Grampian 

 

LICENSING POLICY STATEMENT 

Paragraph 28 – Protecting Children from Harm 

28.4 -the following are some examples of control measures given to assist 
applicants. 

• limitations on the hours when children may be present, in all or parts of the 
premises 

• limitations or exclusions by age when certain activities are taking place 

• imposition of requirements for children to be accompanied by an adult 

• acceptance of accredited proof of age cards with photographs, or passports 

• measures to ensure children do not purchase, acquire or consume alcohol 

• measures to ensure children are not exposed to incidences of violence or 

Agenda Item 1.3
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disorder 

• Appropriate training and supervision of those employed to secure protection of 
children from harm. 

• Imposition of reasons for children to be present and/ or accompanied by a 
responsible person adult who shall have responsibility for, and supervise such 
children and young persons will normally only be admitted to licensed 
premises for the purpose of consuming light refreshments or a meal, partaking 
in a relevant sporting activity or attending a pre-arranged function or event. 

• Enforcement of the mandatory Challenge 25 Policy. 
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26 August 2014 
 
Your Ref:  
 
Our Ref: 
AD/DCU/SID33935/6759/14  
 
Mr Eric W J Anderson 
Team Leader (Team Three) 
Legal and Democratic Services 
Corporate Governance 
Aberdeen City Council 
Business Hub 6 
Level 1 South 
Marischal College 
Broad Street 
ABERDEEN 
AB10 1AB 

 
 

Sir Stephen House QPM 
Chief Constable 

 
Aberdeen City Division 

Queen Street 
Aberdeen 
AB10 1ZA 

 
01224 306472 

 
AberdeenCityLicensing@Scotland.pnn.police.uk 

Dear Sir 
 
LICENSING (SCOTLAND) ACT 2005 
APPLICATION FOR THE VARIATION OF A PREMISES LICENCE 
ABERDEEN HERO/PUMPKIN, ABERDEEN RAILWAY STATION, GUILD 

STREET, ABERDEEN, AB11 6LX 
 
I refer to the above application for the variation of a premises licence under the 
terms of Section 29(5) of the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005. 
 
The variation requested consists of several elements, namely: 
 

1. Amending Q5(a) of the Operating Plan to allow bar meals out-with core 
hours. 

2. Amending Q5(g) of the Operating Plan to permit recorded music out-with 
core hours. 

3. Amending Q4(g) of the Operating Plan to permit gaming out-with core 
hours. 

4. Amending Q5(g) of the Operating Plan to permit televised sport out-with 
core hours. 

5. Amending the wording of Q5(g) of the Operating Plan to "Bar meals, music, 
gaming and televised sport may be provided outwith core hours but not 
before 0700 hours and no later than the terminal hour". 

6. Amending the wording of Q6(b) to "Children and Young Persons will be 
permitted entry to all public parts of the premises at all times the premises 
are open. Children and Young Persons must be accompanied by an adult. 
Children and Young Persons will not be permitted at or immediately 
adjacent to the bar or any gaming machines". 
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NOT PROTECTIVELY MARKED 

 

NOT PROTECTIVELY MARKED 

7. Amending the wording of Q6(e) to "Children and young persons will be 
permitted access to all public parts of the premises. However, they will not 
be permitted at or immediately adjacent to the Bar, nor will they be 
permitted at any gaming machines". 

8. Amending Q7 of the Operating Plan to show the new measurements of the 
premises.  

 
In terms of Section 29(5) of the Act this request can be considered a variation. 
 
In respect of points 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 8 above I have no adverse comment to make. 
 
In respect of points 6 and 7 above, in terms of Section 22(1)(b)(i) and (ii) of the 
same Act and in support of the Protecting Children from Harm licensing objective, I 
make the following representation on behalf of the Chief Constable, and request 
that the variation in its current form be modified to "Children and Young Persons 
will be permitted entry to all public parts of the premises when it is open, but in 
respect of the part of the premises referred to as 'Hero' children will be only 
permitted entry when accompanied by an adult who is partaking of a table meal. 
Children and Young Persons will not be permitted at or immediately adjacent to the 
bar or any gaming machines". 
 
This representation is submitted for your attention when considering this 
application. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 

 

Murray Main 
Chief Inspector 
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Public Health Directorate 
Health Protection Team 

Summerfield House 
2 Eday Road 
Aberdeen 
AB15 6RE 
 

Date:  5th September 2014 
Enquiries to:  01224 557047 
Our Ref:        20141128 
Email:   grampian.phalcohollicensing@nhs.net 
 

Eric Anderson  
Solicitor 
Legal and Democratic Services 
Corporate Governance 
Aberdeen City Council 
Business Hub 6, Level 1 South, 
Marischal College, Broad Street 
Aberdeen   AB10 1AB 
 
Dear Sir / Madam 
 
Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 – Application for the variation of a Premises Licence 
Aberdeen Hero/Pumpkin, Aberdeen Railway Station, Guild Street, Aberdeen, AB11 
6LX 
 
I refer to the above application and in terms of Section 22(1)(a) of the Licensing (Scotland) 
Act 2005 and make the following objection. 
 
The applicant seeks a change in license to permit children, who are accompanied by an 
adult, access to the premises at all times the premises are open.   
 
The Aberdeen City Licensing Board Statement of Licensing Policy 2013 - 2016 at 
paragraphs 28.1 and 28.3 states that: 
 

“The Board wishes to see child safe premises thriving in the city.  It welcomes 
applications from those who wish to operate licensed premises which accommodate 
children and families.” 
 
“Children may be adequately protected from harm by the action taken to protect 
adults but they may also need particular measures to be taken.  When addressing 
the issue of Protecting Children from Harm the applicant must consider those 
factors which may particularly impact on children” 
 

If children are to be present in licensed areas then particular attention and detail should be 
given to showing how they will be protected from harm.  I suggest that Hero/Pumpkin 
consider and provide greater detail on how they will address the following control 
measures, which will have a particular impact on children and are listed under section 28.4 
of the Aberdeen City Licensing Board Statement of Licensing Policy. 

 
 (b)  Employment of members of staff who have convictions for serving alcohol to 

children, or convictions against children in premises where families are 
encouraged.  
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 (d)  Measures to ensure children are not exposed to incidences of violence or 
disorder 

 (e)  Appropriate training and supervision of those employed to secure protection 
of children from harm. 

 (f)  Imposition of reasons for children to be present and/ or accompanied by a 
responsible person adult who shall have responsibility for, and supervise 
such children and young persons will normally only be admitted to 
licensed premises for the purpose of consuming light refreshments or 
a meal, partaking in a relevant sporting activity or attending a pre-arranged 
function or event. 

(g) Enforcement of the mandatory Challenge 25 Policy. 
 
 

Unless the controls identified above have been addressed NHS Grampian would argue 
that there is no validation for this Application for Variation of Premises License to be 
granted.   I feel that the information currently provided is not sufficient in terms of safe-
guarding to meet the requirements of the Board's Policy.   I would also suggest that 
children and young people should not be admitted to this establishment after 9pm as no 
meals are available for order or consumption after this time.   
 
In addition it would be useful if the operating plan gave some indication of the maximum 
time children or young people were on the premises whilst alcohol was being consumed.  
There would appear to be nothing in the board’s Licensing Policy or in this Operating Plan 
to technically prevent a child being on the premises from 8am to 11pm. 
 
For these reasons, and in terms of Section 22(1)(a) of the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005, 
The Public Health Directorate of NHS Grampian objects to the application in that the 
granting of the application would be inconsistent with the Protecting Children from Harm 
licensing objective. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

                                                

 

Christopher Littlejohn   pp  Heather Wilson 

Consultant in Public Health Health Improvement Officer 
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LICENSING BOARD INFORMATION SHEET 

 

TYPE OF APPLICATION: VARIATION OF A PREMISES LICENCE 

PREMISES: BISTRO VERDE 

 

DESCRIPTION  

• Addition of Sunday on sale hours, 11:00 to  01:00 

 

OBJECTIONS/REPRESENTATIONS  

None 

  

LICENSING POLICY STATEMENT 

N/A 

 

 

 

Agenda Item 1.4
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LICENSING BOARD INFORMATION SHEET 

 

TYPE OF APPLICATION: VARIATION OF A PREMISES LICENCE 

PREMISES: CITY NEWS CONVENIENCE, 37 UNION STREET  

 

DESCRIPTION  

• Change to layout to erect additional display areas  
• Increase in capacity from 11.53m2 to 14.16m2   

 

 

OBJECTIONS/REPRESENTATIONS  

• LSO 

• NHS Grampian 

  

LICENSING POLICY STATEMENT 

Extract from paragraph 9.8 Overprovision Off Sales 
 
OFF SALES:  
The Board realised that the terms of section 7 of the 2005 Act did not support 
calculating overprovision to cover its entire area. The Board therefore decided to 
exclude two localities namely a) the Anguston locality (as identified by the Board) and 
b) the Kirkhill locality (as identified by the Board).  
 
Having excluded these two localities, the Board identified the rest of its area as 
a locality which has overprovision of off sales premises. The Board, having 
regard to the number and capacity of liquor licensed premises in this locality and, 
with the supporting evidence provided by consultees, adopted this locality as having 
an overprovision of liquor licensed premises for off sales.  
 
The Board realised that there were premises which sold alcohol for off consumption 
only and other premises which sold alcohol for both off and on  consumption. It 
decided to restrict overprovision to premises that sold alcohol for off consumption 
only which, according to the information from the Health Board, is where the source 
of cheap alcohol lies. 
 
The Board also realised that this figure was likely to change in future should any off 
sales premises close by way of surrender or revocation. The Board was also aware 
from the Health Board’s advice that described their evidence as “the tip of the 
iceberg” and that there was a lot of under-reporting. The Board therefore considered 
that this would not automatically lead to a successful application for a new licence on 
the basis that an existing licence had been surrendered or revoked. Should that 
occur the Board may consider carrying out a further overprovision assessment before 
determining such future application.  
 

 

 

Agenda Item 1.5
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Public Health 
Directorate 
Health Protection Team 

Summerfield House 
2 Eday Road 
Aberdeen 
AB15 6RE 

 

Date     5th August 2014 
Enquiries to 01224 557047 
Our Ref 20141111 
Email:  grampian.healthprotection@nhs.net 

 

Eric Anderson 
Solicitor 
Legal and Democratic Services 
Corporate Governance 
Aberdeen City Council 
Business Hub 6, Level 1 South, 
Marischal College, Broad Street 
Aberdeen   AB10 1AB 
 
Dear Mr Anderson 
 
Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 – Application for the variation of a Premises Licence 
City News Convenience, 37 Union Street, Aberdeen, AB11 5BN 
 
I refer to the above application and in terms of Section 22(1)(a) of the Licensing (Scotland) 
Act 2005, I make the following objection.   
 
The applicant seeks to increase the capacity of the premises off-sales provision at 37 
Union Street, Aberdeen from 11.53m2 to 14.15m2.  According to our calculations this 
equates to an increase of 2.62 m2 which represents a 23% increase in off-sales 
capacity.  The Aberdeen City Alcohol Licensing Board published their Statement of 
Licensing Policy in November 2013.  Under Section 7 of the Licensing (Scotland) Act 
2005, the Licensing Board were unanimous in the declaration of the whole of the Board 
area as overprovided for in terms of off-sales with the exception of two localities – 
Anguston and Kirkhill.  This overprovision assessment was taken after considering the 
detailed analytical evidence from both NHS Grampian and Police Scotland. 
 
The application for 37 Union Street, Aberdeen is within the area defined by the Board as 
overprovided for in terms of off-sales - Section 9.8 of the Aberdeen Statement of Licensing 
Policy 2013-2016: 
 

Having excluded these two localities (Anguston and Kirkhill), the Board identified 
the rest of its area as a locality which has overprovision of off sales premises. 
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Within the immediate vicinity of City News there are a number of off-sales premises selling 
a similar range of products. See table below. 
 

Address Distance from City News 
Convenience 

Walking time from City 
News Convenience 

17 Justice Street * 0.322 kilometres 4 minutes 

36 – 40 Market Street * 0.322 kilometres 4 minutes 

St Nicholas Centre, George 
Street, 

0.023 kilometres 2 minutes 

Guild Street (2 stores) *  0.483 kilometres 5 minutes 

 
* denotes stores selling alcohol from 10am until 10.00pm 
 
NHS Grampian supported the Board’s decision with density maps and data during the 
Statement of Licensing Policy consultation.  Below is the compelling density data for 
Aberdeen.  The density 1k buffer map is attached as appendix 1. 
 
 

 Total 
licensed 
premises 

On-sales 
premises 

Off-sales 
premises 

% population 
18+ residing 
within 1 km off-
sales 

% population 18+ 
residing within 500 
m off-sales 

Aberdeen City 
at Dec 2012 
 

 
635 

 
447 

 
188 96% 84% 

 
There is a strong relationship between the availability of alcohol leading to 
overconsumption resulting in health harm.  Availability of alcohol not only pertains to 
access but also to price.  Having premises in close proximity may result in competitive 
pricing thus making alcohol more available in terms of cost. 
 
The Board will be aware that the majority of alcohol is bought from off-sales alcohol outlets 
where the alcohol is cheaper than purchasing from on-sales.  Drinking within a domestic 
setting can increase the risks of alcohol-related harms and excessive consumption, 
leading to health harm.  NHS Grampian provided evidence during the consultation 
demonstrating the link between provision of premises and increased consumption leading 
to alcohol related health harm.  The World Health Organisation have reported alcohol 
attributable health harms and are presented in appendix 2, and have recently reported that 
alcohol is a considerable contributor in preventable cancer1.   
 
The graph below illustrates hospital admissions.  These rates are for general hospitals 
only, and represent people who live in Grampian being admitted anywhere (eg could 
include Ninewells for example, but excludes maternity hospital and psychiatric hospital).  
Aberdeen City rate has a rising trend, and rates are significantly higher than in Moray or 
Aberdeenshire, which is unlikely to be by chance. 
 

                                                      
1
 http://www.iarc.fr/en/publications/books/wcr/wcr-order.php 
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The graph below illustrates death rates as reported by ScotPHO
(General Register Office for Scotland).  Aberdeen Cit
stable, in contrast to Scotland's falling rate. 
 
 

 
The NHSG report prepared for the Board in September 2013 
Aberdeen City Licensing Board’s Draft Statement of Licensing Policy
 

On many health fronts, Aberdeen’s population is affected by the consumption of 
alcohol in terms of A&E attendances, hospital admission, illness, injury and early 
death. In many instances Aberdeen’s rate of such adverse events is worse than 
Scotland’s, e.g. wholly and partially attributable fractions of alcohol
admission rates, cirrhosis admission rate.  Analysis of health harm and alcohol 
consumption/sales data demonstrates that the Aberdeen community is already 
adversely affected by its alcohol co

                                                      
2
 http://www.scotpho.org.uk/ 

 

The graph below illustrates death rates as reported by ScotPHO2 using GROS data 
(General Register Office for Scotland).  Aberdeen City's rate has remained essentially 
stable, in contrast to Scotland's falling rate.  

The NHSG report prepared for the Board in September 2013 - Consultation Response to 
Aberdeen City Licensing Board’s Draft Statement of Licensing Policy concluded that:

On many health fronts, Aberdeen’s population is affected by the consumption of 
alcohol in terms of A&E attendances, hospital admission, illness, injury and early 
death. In many instances Aberdeen’s rate of such adverse events is worse than 

. wholly and partially attributable fractions of alcohol
admission rates, cirrhosis admission rate.  Analysis of health harm and alcohol 
consumption/sales data demonstrates that the Aberdeen community is already 
adversely affected by its alcohol consumption, particularly in international terms.

 

using GROS data 
y's rate has remained essentially 

 

Consultation Response to 
concluded that: 

On many health fronts, Aberdeen’s population is affected by the consumption of 
alcohol in terms of A&E attendances, hospital admission, illness, injury and early 
death. In many instances Aberdeen’s rate of such adverse events is worse than 

. wholly and partially attributable fractions of alcohol-related 
admission rates, cirrhosis admission rate.  Analysis of health harm and alcohol 
consumption/sales data demonstrates that the Aberdeen community is already 

nsumption, particularly in international terms. 
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The Boards Statement of Licensing Policy paragraph 27.4 states: 
 

The Health Board states that increased access and availability to alcohol through 
increased numbers of premises and/or opening hours or decreased pricing is linked 
to increased consumption, which in turn potentially leads to increased harm.  Even 
small reductions in the availability of alcohol can contribute to health gain and 
reduce violence and harm to the population generally, as well as to the drinker 
themselves. Alcohol availability is affected by outlet density, outlet distance, 
opening hours and price. The Board acknowledges this statement and recognises 
that the Health Board is in the best position to advise on the detrimental effects of 
alcohol on health. 
 

There is nothing in the application which demonstrates that this application should be 
approved on the basis that it is an exception and fits a local need for increase in capacity 
of off sales. 
 
For these reasons, and in terms of Section 22(1)(a) of the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005, 
the Public Health Directorate of NHS Grampian objects to the application as the granting 
of it would be inconsistent with one or more of the licensing objectives, namely Protecting 
and Improving Public Health. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
                                                

 

Christopher Littlejohn    pp  Heather Wilson 

Consultant in Public Health  Health Improvement Officer (Alcohol & Drugs) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 1 
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Appendix 2 

Major disease and injury categories causally linked to alcohol (World Health Organisation 2011)
3
 

 

                                                      
3
 World Health Organisation. Global Status report on alcohol and health. Geneva: World Health Organisation, 2011. 
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LICENSING BOARD INFORMATION SHEET 

 

TYPE OF APPLICATION: VARIATION OF A PREMISES LICENCE 

PREMISES: LAS IGUANAS, UNIT FS1, FIRST FLOOR, UNION SQUARE, 

ABERDEEN 

 

DESCRIPTION  

• Amend on sale hours from 11:00 - 23:00 to 11:00 to 00:00 hours Monday to Sunday 

• include Seasonal Variations 

• Amendment to the operating plan to allow the premises to open from 09:00 for service of 

teas, coffees, breakfasts etc. 

• Amendment to operating plan to permit restaurant facilities & music out with core hours.  

 

 

OBJECTIONS/REPRESENTATIONS  

None 

  

LICENSING POLICY STATEMENT 

 

N/A 

 

 

Agenda Item 1.6
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LICENSING BOARD INFORMATION SHEET 

 

TYPE OF APPLICATION: VARIATION OF A PREMISES LICENCE 

PREMISES: THE CHESTER HOTEL, 59 QUEENS ROAD, ABERDEEN  

 

DESCRIPTION  

• Addition of a new external terrace 

• Increase in capacity from 1726 to 1834 persons 

• The premises licence holder has entered into a voluntary arrangement to operate at 

capacity of 1,040 (840 internal and 200 external) and propose to increase to 1,065 

(840 internal and 225 external) on a voluntary basis.  

 

OBJECTIONS/REPRESENTATIONS  

Environmental Health 
 
LSO 
 
Members of the Public:  Objections x 5 

  

LICENSING POLICY STATEMENT 

Paragraph – 19  Outside Seating Areas  
 
19.2  …. Applicants, who proposed to provide outdoor areas, should ensure that their 
use will not cause disturbance or nuisance to the occupiers or other premises in the 
vicinity.  The Board may impose where necessary local conditions such as the 
provision of CCTV camera(s) to assist in the management and control areas and in 
support of the licensing objectives.  These areas should be shown on the layout plan. 
 

 

 

Agenda Item 1.7
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1

Arlene Dunbar

From: Alison Robertson

Sent: 04 September 2014 12:07

To: LicensingBoard

Cc: Arlene Dunbar; Diane Sande; Tara-Erin Gilchrist; Andrew Gilchrist

Subject: Application for Variation of Premises Licence - The Chester Hotel, 59 Queens Road,

Aberdeen

The Licensing ( Scotland) Act 2005 Section 29 (5)
Application for Variation of Premises Licence
Premises: The Chester Hotel, 59 Queens Road, Aberdeen, AB15 4YP

I refer to the application and observe as follows:

The applicant proposes to vary the operating plan to include a new external terraced area into the licensed area. To
preserve the amenity of residents living in close proximity to the application premises it is advised that no amplified music
(whether live or recorded) is to played in external area. Similarly it is advised that use of the external area terminates at
22:00.

Best Regards

Alison

Alison Robertson

Environmental Health Officer

Environmental Health and Trading Standards
Housing and Environment

Aberdeen City Council

Business Hub 15
Third Floor South

Marischal College
Broad Street

Aberdeen
AB10 1AB

Email: alirobertson@aberdeencity.gov.uk
Direct Dial: [01224] 522214

Direct Fax: [01224] 523887

Tel: 08456 080910

www.aberdeencity.gov.uk

IMPORTANT NOTICE: This e-mail (including any attachment to it) is confidential, protected by copyright

and may be privileged. The information contained in it should be used for its intended purposes only. If you

receive this email in error, notify the sender by reply email, delete the received email and do not make use of,

disclose or copy it. Whilst we take reasonable precautions to ensure that our emails are free from viruses, we

cannot be responsible for any viruses transmitted with this email and recommend that you subject any incoming

email to your own virus checking procedures. Unless related to Council business, the opinions expressed in this

email are those of the sender and they do not necessarily constitute those of Aberdeen City Council. Unless we
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1

Arlene Dunbar

From:

Sent: 29 August 2014 22:37

To: Arlene Dunbar

Subject: Chester Hotel - major variation license application 17th July 2014

Dear Ms Dunbar

I wish to lodge an objection to this application.

The Chester Hotel is located in the middle of a residential area. The noise carrying potential of voices from an external

licensed area, makes the rear area of the hotel an unsuitable venue for outdoor gatherings and events.

Residents are already suffering the consequences of the earlier license variation which was granted back in February.

Numerous complaints have been lodged about the noise being made by the patrons of the Chester in this external area

to the rear of the hotel. As expected, the noise created by Chester patrons drinking outside and the extent to which

that noise carries is considerable. LSO Diane Sande is currently in discussions with the Chester as regards the possibility

of function guest parking being confined to the front of the hotel in an attempt to limit the noise disturbance.

A further outside venue will only further exacerbate this problem. The Chester Hotel has a restaurant and a function

suite in operation - another outside area is unnecessary and will cause further undue disturbance to residents.

One of the Licensing Board's main objectives is to prevent public nuisance. I would request that this application be

refused. This addition is not central to the Chester's right to run a very profitable business and the price which will have

to be paid by residents who also have rights to peace and quiet in their homes is too great.

Yours sincerely
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1

Arlene Dunbar

From:

Sent: 03 September 2014 08:02

To: Arlene Dunbar

Subject: Chester Hotel - Objection to major variation license application 17th July 2014

Subject: Chester Hotel - major variation license application 17th July
2014
Date: 03.09.2014
To: ardunbar@aberdeencity.gov.uk

Dear Ms Dunbar

I wish to lodge an objection to this application.

The Chester Hotel is located in the middle of a residential area. The noise carrying potential of

voices from an external licensed area, makes the rear area of the hotel an unsuitable venue for

outdoor gatherings and events.

Residents are already suffering the consequences of the earlier license variation which was

granted back in February. Numerous complaints have been lodged about the noise being made

by the patrons of the Chester in this external area to the rear of the hotel. As expected, the noise

created by Chester patrons drinking outside and the extent to which that noise carries is

considerable. LSO Diane Sande is currently in discussions with the Chester as regards the

possibility of function guest parking being confined to the front of the hotel in an attempt to limit

the noise disturbance.

A further outside venue will only further exacerbate this problem. The Chester Hotel has a

restaurant and a function suite in operation - another outside area is unnecessary and will cause

further undue disturbance to residents.

One of the Licensing Board's main objectives is to prevent public nuisance. I would request that

this application be refused. This addition is not central to the Chester's right to run a very

profitable business and the price which will have to be paid by residents who also have rights to

peace and quiet in their homes is too great.

Yours sincerely
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1

Arlene Dunbar

From: Wendy Bradford

Sent: 04 September 2014 11:38

To: Licensing; Ross Thomson; Diane Sande

Subject: Chester Hotel License Application (5.9.14)

Dear Ms Dunbar

I am writing to register my objection with regard to the Chester Hotel�s application to Aberdeen City Licensing

Board relating to the �new external terraced area located off of restaurant at upper ground floor level� for

consideration at the meeting due on 16
th
September 2014.

I am a local resident in close vicinity to the Chester Hotel and would be very concerned should this license be

awarded for an outside eating and drinking area. The main issue to consider is noise pollution from patrons and

the impact it has to our residential area and amenity therein. The prolonged hours to be considered are late and

would be of a permanent recurring nature. Whilst we appreciate the area awaits planning permission both issues

go hand in hand and the change of function to these premises has already impacted significantly and should not

be considered independently. These issues have been highlighted to date with the helpful input from Ms Diane

Sande, the Licensing Standards Officer and the Noise Pollution team who I am sure will be providing further

information with regard to previous complaints. The balcony has the potential for day to day use and not just

associated with functions.

We have experienced first-hand noise pollution from voices outdoors and social gatherings of patrons whilst at

ground level. From a balcony area these noises travel a greater distance and would be more intrusive. Patrons

enjoying themselves, under the influence of alcohol, tend to be less inhibited. Likewise tidy up time thereafter

causes noise when collecting and dealing with glasses and bottles. Whilst being resident in a City we have

been a quiet area, previously managing with hotels, schools and sporting facilities without having to cope with

the recent problems associated with outside entertaining.

I have found your supporting documentation �Aberdeen City Licensing Board, Statement of Licensing Policy�,

most helpful, and would concur with your 5 Objectives especially with regard to Public Nuisance, Protect and

Improve Public Health and Protect Children from Harm. Noise has a huge impact on residents� wellbeing and

stress. My children have the right to an undisturbed nights sleep as well. Likewise further supporting

documentation has been provided by the WHO summary statement relating to Community Noise (summarised

in the document �Environmental Noise and Health in the UK, A report by the Ad Hoc Expert Group on Noise

and Health, edited by Dr Andy Moorhouse ISBN 978-0-85951-668-6 2010). It is important to consider

community health and wellbeing and is referred to in your own document which highlights the Human Rights

Act 1998 �peaceful enjoyment of our own homes�.

I would be most grateful if the Committee would consider the issues we feel have and could impact further on

our local community and our home life.

Many thanks and best wishes,

Dr Wendy A. Watson
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1

Arlene Dunbar

From: Bradford, Nicol

Sent: 04 September 2014 15:09

To: Licensing

Subject: Objection to License Application - Chester Hotel

Dear Sir / Madam,

I wish to raise an objection to the license application made by the Chester Hotel with respect to the �new external

terraced area off of restaurant at upper ground floor level� (for ACLB meeting of 16/09/14, I understand). As a resident

with a young family, living in close proximity to the Chester Hotel, the resulting disturbance, reduction in privacy, noise

and general deterioration in amenity, is completely unacceptable.

The subject area is elevated such that it over-looks neighbouring properties (and is even as high as, or higher than,

upstairs windows) and is in full view of the neighbourhood. The elevation will serve to increase the disturbance and

noise to the surroundings. The subject area is large and can accommodate many people � even compared to the

internal dining area. Given it is external there will be no benefit from sound-proofing and little control over guests

behaviour.

Such an area is available for use all day and every day and, whilst late night noise is a major concern, the effects of

continuous disturbance and lack of privacy throughout the day would be unacceptable. Particularly for �special

functions� it will not be in the hotel�s interest to control or limit guests behaviour - it may be a �one-off� event for the

guests but not for the neighbours. Linking the application to �dining� places no limit to the end use of the area � there

can be as much or as little food involved yet the presence of large numbers of people, and the resulting disturbance,

remains. There is no control over future modifications to use of the area.

Obviously it is not the title or the description given to the area that is important, but the end use, the activities and the

resulting disturbance (etc) that matter. Disappointingly, it appears that the related planning and licensing applications

are taking advantage of the system by being submitted one-by-one, seemingly unrelated and even retrospective. Such

an elevated external entertainment area never existed at the previous hotel (which was not involved in large functions

or external dining, or even drinking to the same extent) and would be very unusual in this area or any other area of

Aberdeen � particularly a residential area.

Thank you for your consideration.

Regards, Nicol Bradford.
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1

Arlene Dunbar

From: ALAN WEST

Sent: 04 September 2014 23:59

To: Licensing

Cc: Jennifer Stewart; Arlene Dunbar; Ross Thomson

Subject: AC0348 - Chester Hotel - Application for Variation

Dear Sirs

I object to the variation to the licence on the following grounds

1. The area to the rear of the Chester Hotel is a residential area. The residents have a

right (see below) to a quiet environment at night.

2. It is understood that the outdoor area may be heated. This will mean that there will be

prolonged presence of people outside with the resultant 'din of conversation'.

3. There is already permission for a seating area to the rear of the hotel - and there have

been recorded incidents of noise late into the night. This is already outwith what

would be considered acceptable (see below reference to the EU Directive).

4. Although I have not checked through every piece of paper I have no record of being

consulted when the original licence was applied for and I would have certainly

objected. There is a record in the licencing office of a letter being prepared but no one

in our house has any recollection of receiving the letter.

5. There has been amplified music audible in the residences surrounding the rear of the

property. This is a breach of the current licence and corrective action should be taken

to deal with this problem before any variations are even considered. This music has

been reported to the pollution control department.

6. There has been a history of noise breaches already during the building and the

operation of the hotel. There is a question whether the management are taking the

issue of noise which affects residents seriously and dealing with it in a responsible

manner. This is evidenced by the numerous complaints that have been lodged

regarding noise. There is a specific record of noise being created with the full

knowledge of the management during May (the noise was clearly audible above the

television in my living room). A specific complaint was sent to the pollution control

department and they visited the hotel and our house. I wrote a letter to the hotel and

they have not responded. I have sent two reminders to Mr Wood (hotel owner)

requesting a response and have had no response either to my emails or a response to

the letter. The whole way the hotel behaved on that particular evening was quite

disturbing and the builder called me on numerous occasions while I was at home

which I found quite distressing. My telephone number was passed on to the builder by

the hotel reception. This is evidence that there is a cavalier attitude to noise created by

the hotel which affects local residents.
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7. There is a right under EU Directives to a peaceful night's sleep and there is also

guidance from the World Health Organisation regarding noise levels and the potential

effects on health (raised blood pressure and heart attacks). These requirements would

potentially be breached in the event of the variation being granted. In fact, it is likely

that the EU requirements are already being breached.

I bring to your attention a reference to the EU Directive:-

The World Health Organization (WHO) recently published the Night Noise Guidelines for Europe. The new Guidelines

present new evidence of the health damage of night time noise exposure and recommend threshold values that, if

breached at night, would threaten health. An annual average night exposure not exceeding 40 decibel (dB) outdoor

has been recommended in the Guidelines.

Sleepers that are exposed to night noise levels above 40dB on average throughout the year, corresponding to the

sound in a quiet street, can suffer mild health effects like sleep disturbance and insomnia. Above 55dB long term

average exposure, similar to the din of a normal conversation, noise can get to trigger elevated blood pressure and

heart attacks.

One in five Europeans is regularly exposed to sound exceeding 55dB at night. The new WHO Guidelines provide

evidence-based reference which can be easily adopted as limit values for the member states, allowing them to better

target anti-noise measures.

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/noise/health_effects.htm

I believe that granting the licence would result in a breach of this EU Directive which I understand

has been enacted through legislation.

I understand there is the opportunity to make a verbal representation at the licence committee

meeting. I would like to register my desire to make a verbal representation. Please advise how this

works so that I can attend and the protocol for such a presentation.

Best Regards
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LICENSING BOARD INFORMATION SHEET 

 

TYPE OF APPLICATION: VARIATION OF A PREMISES LICENCE 

PREMISES: THE MONKEY HOUSE, 1 UNION TERRACE, ABERDEEN 

 

DESCRIPTION  

Change in operation from Public House to Restaurant:  

 

1. Amendment to Licensing Hours: 

 

Amend on sales licensing hours from 10:00 to 00:00 Monday to Thursday and Sunday and 
from 10:00 to 01:00 on Fridays and Saturdays to 11:00 to 01:00 Monday to Sundays. 

 

Amend off sales licensing hours from 10:00 to 22:00 Monday to Sunday to 11:00 to 22:00 
Monday to Sunday. 
 

2. Remove the activities: Conference; Films, Gaming, Indoor/outdoor sport and Televised 
Sport 
 

3.Include additional  activities at 5(f) of operating plan as follows:- "Wine Dinners; Cookery 
Demonstrations/Classes; Dance Displays and Exhibition of Art/Crafts; Private dining or 
meeting facilities; preparation of food and dispensing of food and drink to catering events 
taking place out with premises which may take place both during and outwith core licensed 
hours. 
 

4. Amendment to the terms, ages, times and parts of the premises to which children and 
young persons will be permitted entry. 
 

 5. Amend the on sales capacity figures from 432 to 298 persons and Insert off sales figure of 
17.49m2. 
 

Layout Plan 

 

6. Removal of one of the bar serveries and repositioning of the other; change to seating; all 
as shown on the proposed plan. 
 

7. Change the name of the premises to "Chaophraya Thai Restaurant and Bar". 

 

OBJECTIONS/REPRESENTATIONS  

 

  

Agenda Item 1.8
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LICENSING POLICY STATEMENT 

N/A 
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LICENSING BOARD INFORMATION SHEET 

 

TYPE OF APPLICATION: VARIATION OF A PREMISES LICENCE 

PREMISES: THE PRIORY, 27 BELMONT STREET 

 

DESCRIPTION  

• Vary the commencement hour Sunday from 12:30 to 14:00 hours 
• Vary the commencement hour Monday to Thursday from 11:00 to 14:00 hours. 
• Vary the commencement hour Friday and Saturday from 11:00 to 15:00 hours  
• Change the layout and operating plans to allow outdoor drinking 

• Increase in capacity to 860 persons. 

 

OBJECTIONS/REPRESENTATIONS  

• Police 

• Environmental Health are recommending that there is no amplified music 
permitted in the external area 

  

LICENSING POLICY STATEMENT 

Paragraph 9 – Overprovision 
9.3 - ON SALES:  
 
Police Scotland identified two localities in the city of Aberdeen in which they consider 
there to be overprovision of liquor licensed premises  one of which is 
the Belmont Street, Locality which is that area of Belmont Street bordered by 
Union Street, Back Wynd and Schoolhill. It includes Belmont Street , Union Street 
(north side) , Back Wynd, Little Belmont Street , Gaelic Lane (both sides) and the 
south side of Schoolhill between Belmont Street and Back Wynd (see Appendix 3 for 
map) 
 
9.5 - The Board, having regard to the number and capacity of liquor licensed 
premises in both these localities and, with the supporting evidence provided by 
consultees, adopted these two localities as having an overprovision of liquor licensed 
premises for on sales in respect of entertainment, public houses and so called hybrid 
premises types.  
 
Paragraph 19.2 – outside seating areas 
The Board will expect any licence holder who intends to provide outside seating, 
tables, or other outside facilities to hold a licence which includes the outside area and 
to have the necessary planning permission.  Where the premises do not currently 
include such an outside area the Board will expect licence holders to vary the 
licence.  Applicants, who propose to provide outdoor areas, should ensure that their 
use will not cause disturbance or nuisance to the occupiers of other premises in the 
vicinity.   The Board may impose where necessary local conditions such as the 
provision of CCTV camera(s) to assist in the management and control of such areas 
and in support of the licensing objectives. These areas should be shown on the 
layout plan. 
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29 July 2014 
 
Your Ref:  
 
Our Ref: AD/DASU/SID33039/9898/14 
 
Mr Eric W J Anderson 
Team Leader (Team Three) 
Legal and Democratic Services 
Corporate Governance 
Aberdeen City Council 
Business Hub 6 
Level 1 South 
Marischal College 
Broad Street 
ABERDEEN 
AB10 1AB 
 

 
 

Sir Stephen House QPM 
Chief Constable 

 
Aberdeen City Division 

Queen Street 
Aberdeen 
AB10 1ZA 

 
01224 306472 

 
 

FOR THE ATTENTION OF MR ERIC ANDERSON 
 
Dear Sir 
 
FOR THE ATTENTION OF MR ERIC ANDERSON 
 
Dear Sir 
 
LICENSING (SCOTLAND) ACT 2005 
APPLICATION FOR THE VARIATION OF A PREMISES LICENCE 
THE PRIORY, 27 BELMONT STREET, ABERDEEN, AB10 1JS 
 
I refer to the above variation of a premises licence in terms of Section 29(5) of 
the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005. 
 
The premises currently has operating hours of between 1100 and 0200 hours 
Monday to Thursday, 1100 to 0300 Friday and Saturday and 1230 and 0200 
hours on Sunday. 
 
The applicant premises are situated in the 'Belmont Street locality', which is 
within an area of overprovision as detailed within the Aberdeen City Licensing 
Board Statement of Licensing Policy 2013 - 2016. As a statutory consultee in 
the overprovision assessment process, Police Scotland provided Aberdeen 
City Licensing Board with detailed analytical data in respect of crimes and 
offences connected to licensed premises, and other crimes where the 
consumption of alcohol by either the perpetrators or victims of crime was a key 
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factor, all of which impacted significantly on the Preventing Crime and Disorder 
licensing objective, amongst others. 
 
The variation requested by the applicant consists of amendments to the 
operating plan and layout plan, namely; 
 

1. Change to on sale consumption commencement hour to 1400 hours 
Sunday to Thursday, and 1500 hours on Friday and Saturday. 

2. A change to the licensed area to include an outdoor drinking area as 
delineated by a red line on the layout plan which accompanied the 
application. 

 
Although not stated in the application form or proposed new Operating Plan, 
Police Scotland have spoken with the agent for the applicant who has advised 
that the applicant requests that the terminal hour for the outdoor area be 0100 
hours. The agent also advised that it is the intention of the applicant to open 
and operate the premises from 1400 or 1500 hours daily when it is anticipated 
that the outdoor area will primarily be in use. The agent was unable to confirm 
if significant entertainment would be on offer at this time. 
 
In terms of Section 29(5) this request can be considered a variation. 
 
In respect of point 1 above, Police Scotland have no objection. 
 
In respect of point 2 above, in terms of Section 22(1)(b)(ii) and (iii) of the 
Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005, the Chief Constable wishes to make the 
following representation.  
 
The premises currently operates as a nightclub, and offers 'significant 
entertainment' (as defined within Appendix 4 of the Aberdeen City Licensing 
Board Statement of Licensing Policy 2013 - 2016) in the form of recorded 
music for dancing. 
 
Regardless of the current or requested new operating hours, Police Scotland 
are not aware of the premises ever having utilised its full opening hours. For 
example, the premises has never been known to have opened at 1100 hours 
or in recent times to have been open for business before 1800 hours, and in 
fact, is not normally open for business before 2100 hours. 
 

Police Scotland have noted that the layout plans accompanying the application 
indicate it will be furnished with tables and seating for 48 persons. No dance 
floor facilities are indicated on the plan in this area. It is unclear from the 
application whether or not these 48 persons are included or are additional to 
the current 834 patron capacity of the premises. 
 

In addition to Appendix 4, The Aberdeen City Licensing Board Statement of 
Licensing Policy at 20.8 states: 
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Premises in the City that provide significant entertainment (to the 
satisfaction of the Board) may apply and be granted hours until 02.00 
Sunday – Thursday and 03.00 on Fridays and Saturdays .The Board 
regards significant entertainment to be entertainment which is of such a 
nature to be the principal attraction for patrons to attend the premises 
and where alcohol is served to patrons only as an ancillary 
accompaniment to their attendance and /or participation in the 
entertainment provided. The Board considers in these cases that the 
entertainment is the principal reason for patrons attending the licensed 
premises and that the consumption of alcohol would therefore be 
ancillary to such entertainment in order to be consistent with the 
licensing objectives. This would apply to premises such as nightclubs 
(with dance floor areas/facilities included in their operating plan and 
detailed in their layout plan) where recorded or live music for dancing is 
provided. 
 
Other examples of where significant entertainment may apply are discos, 
DJs, adult entertainment, and live music for concerts, cabaret and 
theatrical plays. Some examples where the Board does not consider 
there to be significant entertainment are pool, darts, dominoes, leisure 
facilities and background music.  
 
The Board are entitled to distinguish between premises of different 
descriptions offering different facilities or activities. e.g. Section 27(9) of 
the 2005 Act allows the Board to impose conditions in relation to the sale 
of alcohol on a premises to which a licence relates or any other activity 
carried on in such premises.  
 
In light of the evidence before the Board on the levels of alcohol 
consumption in the city and the levels of alcohol related crime the Board 
wish to promote in terms of the objectives the types of premises which 
can operate where the service and sale of alcohol is not the primary 
objective thus contributing to the positive night time economy in the City 
but not adding to the health or crime related harms associated with are 
premises which focus wholly or mainly on alcohol consumption.  
 
The current and applied for operating hours are presumably in recognition of 
the significant entertainment currently provided. On the assumption that the 
premises intends to operate the proposed outside drinking area from 1400 or 
1500 hours onwards, it is difficult to imagine what form of significant 
entertainment will be provided at that time, and if there is no such 
entertainment on offer, the Chief Constable queries if the premise are still 
entitled to have the benefit of late opening until 0200 or 0300 hours. 
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Taking cognisance of the overall requirement to provide significant 
entertainment which should be the principal attraction for patrons attending 
premises with alcohol consumption ancillary to this, and with a duty to uphold 
the Preventing Public Nuisance licensing objective relating to noise nuisance, 
Police Scotland question how the outdoor drinking area can be operated as 
part of a nightclub premises when there are no facilities for dancing and any 
music provided for dancing is likely to conflict with the stated licensing 
objective. It could be argued that for some patrons the addition of an outdoor 
drinking area and the consumption of alcohol from 1400 or 1500 hours will 
become the principal attraction for attending the premises, with little regard the 
recorded music and dancing facilities, whether they are offered or not. 
 
The Chief Constable notes that the Policy at 19.2 states: 
 
… Applicants, who propose to provide outdoor areas, should ensure that 
their use will not cause disturbance or nuisance to the occupiers of other 
premises in the vicinity. The Board may impose where necessary local 
conditions such as the provision of CCTV camera(s) to assist in the 
management and control of such areas and in support. 
 
It is recognised that other licensed premises in the area have outdoor drinking 
facilities, some until a terminal hour of midnight or 0100 hours. However, all of 
these premises are either restaurants (2) or what could be described as public 
houses (3). None are nightclubs. Very few are known to utilise their outdoor 
areas for the full hours available to them, other than during warm summer 
weather.  
 
It is the opinion of Police Scotland that the customer profile of those attending 
restaurants and public houses is broadly different to those who attend 
nightclubs, and that any such customers at these type of venues may very 
generally be categorised as people who consume alcohol earlier in the 
evening, in the knowledge that the terminal hour is either midnight or 0100 
hours, at which time the majority of them go home. In very general terms, the 
customer profile of nightclubs involve younger people, who may drink alcohol 
either at home or in public houses in the early or mid-evening before entering a 
nightclub anytime from 2200 hours until 0130 hours or even later. 
 
If the applicant is seeking to introduce a multi-purpose or 'hybrid' type 
operation at the premises, with patrons using the outdoor drinking area solely 
for the consumption of alcohol without significant entertainment being offered 
in the area at any time from the commencement hour onwards, the Chief 
Constable does not object to this, but in terms of Section 22(1)(b)(ii) and (iii) of 
the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005, is of the opinion that the variation in its 
current form should be modified so that the following conditions are applied. 
This will clearly define the differing use of the premises at different times, be 
compliant with the Board's own Policy, and support the Preventing Public 
Nuisance licensing objective: 
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1. The outdoor drinking area is to be restricted to 48 persons, or be in line 
with the number of seats provided. 

 
2. The outdoor drinking area to cease operation at 2200 hours with no 

further drinks of any kind being served, taken or consumed there 
thereafter. It is recognised that after 2200 hours, patrons from within 
may still use the outdoor area as a smoking area. However, the removal 
of drinks from inside the premises is forbidden. 

 
3. No recorded music, including background music, to be played in the 

outdoor drinking area. 
 

If the Board are minded to grant the variation for the outdoor area with a later 
cessation time than 2200 hours, the following further conditions are sought: 
 

4. It is a condition that the licence holder will ensure that from 2200 
onwards, they shall employ or use suitably licensed door supervisors at 
or near the entrance to, or within the premises, to maintain order and/or 
security and prevent patrons breaching the licensing objectives. In 
addition to regular deployments of door supervisors at the entrance 
door, additional stewards will be employed whose sole responsibility is 
to supervise the outdoor drinking area until the terminal hour or earlier 
cessation time for the outdoor area. (This condition is sought in 
replacement of the local condition currently attached to the premises 
licence) 

 
5. From 2200 hours onwards access to the outdoor drinking area should 

be delineated by the use of a roped barrier or similar structure in order 
to keep the entrance pathway separated and clear for other patrons 
queuing to enter or leaving the premises. 

 
6. The existing CCTV system should be modified to ensure that it captures 

all of the outdoor drinking area, including instances when any canopies 
or other structures are erected over the tables and chairs, which would 
otherwise obscure normal CCTV coverage. 

 
This representation is submitted for your attention when considering this 
application. 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Murray Main 
Chief Inspector 
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LICENSING BOARD INFORMATION SHEET 

 

TYPE OF APPLICATION: VARIATION OF A PREMISES LICENCE 

PREMISES: THE WIG, 55 CASTLE STREET 

 

DESCRIPTION  

• Incorporate the external area into the licence and to increase core hours on Sunday so that 

they commence at 11:00 hours for both on and off sale.  

• To amend children and young persons access so that they may be permitted access to the 

premises from 12:00 hours on Sundays.  

 

OBJECTIONS/REPRESENTATIONS  

Environmental Health 
LSO 

  

LICENSING POLICY STATEMENT 

Paragraph 19.2 – outside seating areas 
 
The Board will expect any licence holder who intends to provide outside seating, 
tables, or other outside facilities to hold a licence which includes the outside area and 
to have the necessary planning permission.  Where the premises do not currently 
include such an outside area the Board will expect licence holders to vary the licence.  
 
Applicants, who propose to provide outdoor areas, should ensure that their use will 
not cause disturbance or nuisance to the occupiers of other premises in the vicinity.    
 
The Board may impose where necessary local conditions such as the provision of 
CCTV camera(s) to assist in the management and control of such areas and in 
support of the licensing objectives. These areas should be shown on the layout plan. 
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Arlene Dunbar

From: Alison Robertson

Sent: 04 September 2014 12:11

To: LicensingBoard

Cc: Arlene Dunbar; Diane Sande; Tara-Erin Gilchrist; Andrew Gilchrist

Subject: Application for Variation of Premises Licence, The Wig, 55 Castle Street, Aberdeen

The Licensing ( Scotland) Act 2005 Section 29 (5)
Application for Variation of Premises Licence
Premises: The Wig, 55-56 Castle Street, Aberdeen, AB11 5BA

I refer to the application and observe as follows:

The applicant proposes to vary the operating plan to include the external area to the front of the premises into the
licensed area. To preserve the amenity of residents living in close proximity to the application premises it is advised that
no amplified music (whether live or recorded) is to played in external area. Similarly it is advised that use of the external
area terminates at 22:00.

Q6(c) The applicant has indicated on the operating plan that children and young persons from birth to 17 will be allowed
access to the premises. To comply with the Licensing Scotland Act baby changing facilities must be provided in the
premises.

Best Regards

Alison

Alison Robertson

Environmental Health Officer

Environmental Health and Trading Standards

Housing and Environment
Aberdeen City Council

Business Hub 15
Third Floor South

Marischal College

Broad Street
Aberdeen

AB10 1AB

Email: alirobertson@aberdeencity.gov.uk

Direct Dial: [01224] 522214
Direct Fax: [01224] 523887

Tel: 08456 080910

www.aberdeencity.gov.uk

IMPORTANT NOTICE: This e-mail (including any attachment to it) is confidential, protected by copyright

and may be privileged. The information contained in it should be used for its intended purposes only. If you

receive this email in error, notify the sender by reply email, delete the received email and do not make use of,

disclose or copy it. Whilst we take reasonable precautions to ensure that our emails are free from viruses, we

cannot be responsible for any viruses transmitted with this email and recommend that you subject any incoming
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email to your own virus checking procedures. Unless related to Council business, the opinions expressed in this

email are those of the sender and they do not necessarily constitute those of Aberdeen City Council. Unless we

expressly say otherwise in this email or its attachments, neither this email nor its attachments create, form part

of or vary any contractual or unilateral obligation. Aberdeen City Council's incoming and outgoing email is

subject to regular monitoring.
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